INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

intelligent, and to eliminate from the Army men unfit by
reason of low intelligence. The result was the Army Alpha
Test for the majority of recruits, and the Beta Test fpr
the illiterate or foreign-speaking part of the draft. These
were to some extent based on material already at hand
and partially standardized by Otis, Pintner, and others.
Pull particulars of the Alpha Test can be obtained in the
book by Terkes and Yoakum.1 Following the war, this
test, and many others largely inspired by it, as well as
some more original, were applied to children in secondary
schools; and presently forms suitable for elementary
schools, and even group tests for infants, began to appear.
A very complete list of Group Tests on the American
market up to 1923, will be found in Pintner's Intelligence
Testing;2 and BaJlard's Group Tests gives particulars of
most of the English forms*

Certain general principles show themselves in a study of
tests; and instead of giving random specimens of the
questions asked, it may be more desirable to adduce them
in illustration. As has already been said, one class of
tests measures intelligence by asking questions the answers
to which are, it is assumed, sure to have been "picked
up " unless there is lack of intelligence. Such tests do
actually show a high correlation with other criteria, such
as the judgment of experienced teachers who have known
the children for a considerable time. In the Binet Tests
such a question as " Is it morning or afternoon ? " is of
this nature. In group tests these information questions
may take a form such as "Pearls are found in mines,
oysters, palms, wells/' the candidate having previously
been instructed to underline the correct word. It is diffi-
cult to avoid the fear that such tests may be unduly influ-
enced by instruction, and lend themselves to coaching,
which would defeat the object of the tester and would waste
the testee's time on a particularly bad kind of education.

1 Army Mental Tests, Holt, New York.                          * Holt, 1923.
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